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If you had a moment’s warning before the world ending nuclear holocaust, what would

you put in your bomb shelter? In a time of renewed cold war tensions between the U.S.

and Russia, locally based artist Mark Kelner has created a bomb shelter of his own. Rather

than fill it with a decades worth of canned food and jugs of water, Mark’s shelter is a

storage room for ideological supplies. Items like a Tom Selleck/Joseph Stalin clock (the

iconic mustaches serving as the hands) and small George Washington portraits with “Da

Da” written over them in Cyrillic adorn the walls. There’s even a mounted landscape of a

beautiful western sunset, which upon close inspection turns out to be a Roy Rogers sign

with the “Roy Rogers” part taken out. In the age of a reality TV presidency, the search for

truth has led Mark Kelner down an unusual path.

 

Kelner’s Solaris: A Shelter for the Next Cold War, which made a splash at last month’s

Umbrella on 14th Street, is currently on display at Culture House, tucked inside the

flamboyantly painted Friendship Baptist Church in Southwest D.C. The experience of

Solaris is surreal and revealing. Just past the entrance, the visitor is confronted with an

unorthodox wall of fame. The distinguished members of the human race here displayed

are not Julius Caeser, Cleopatra, or Jesus, however, but fictional characters like Vladmir

Ivanov, the Russian immigrant portrayed by Robin Williams in Moscow on the Hudson and

Ivan Drago, who took on Philly’s favorite underdog in Rocky IV. Passing into the main hall,

items like a square skateboard, an aluminum foil Stanley Cup, and a red banner displaying

the word “HUGE” spelled out in Cyrillic to accommodate the word “HUI,” a major curse

word in Russian, catch the eye. “Stalinbucks,” a Starbucks parody, is one of the exhibits

crowning pieces.

Before long, the visitor picks up on the trend. Most of the pieces combine the capitalist PR

of the United States with the propaganda of the communist Russia. The effect is an

uncanny distortion of collective memory. What looks like a Macy’s advert at first glance

turns out to be a quote from Vladimir Lenin. A KFC sign with “Sanders” spelled out in

Cyrillic transforms the Colonel into a “Dear Leader.” It starts to become obvious how alike

the world’s two superpowers are artistically, not only in terms of aesthetics, but ideology as

well. There is a kind of “nationalism” in fast food iconography. The sight of a KFC sign along

the side of a highway evokes a sense of shared cultural experience: wherever that smiling,

decorated colonel appears, delicious fried chicken will not be far.

The communist revolution similarly embraced a bold futurism in its art that fortified

cultural commonality among Soviet citizens. The sight of a passionate Lenin, hand

outstretched behind a bold sunset, signaled the coming worker’s paradise his rule would

usher in. In the shelter, Kelner simply crops Lenin out, leaving only a sunset eerily similar to

that of the Roy Rogers sign. Like Lenin’s communist utopia, the fast food paradise over

which Colonel Sanders presides is a land of promise: one in which no American can stray

too far without access to a delicious bucket of fried chicken. The Sanders piece was

inspired by a road trip Mark took with his Russian friend, who was visiting America for the

first time. “What are all those Lenins?” the newcomer said as they passed sign after sign

portraying the Colonel. It was a Eureka moment for the artist.

Mark’s dualistic approach his art finds its roots in the artist’s own cultural background. A

Russian raised in the United States, Kelner embodies the Cold War. His art displays a man

torn between two worlds who can’t help but see their obvious similarities. Now as the

second Cold War appears to be ramping up, Kelner has brought ideological bomb shelter

to life.

Solaris: The Shelter for the Next Cold War will be on display at the Culture House on 700

Delaware Ave SW (open Wednesdays 5-8, Saturdays and Sundays 12-5). Special events

include vodka tastings, Q&A’s and a recently announced Steven Segal themed dance party

on June 22. You can walk through the exhibit rather quickly, but to truly appreciate it, you

have to stay in there for a while. It takes time to dis-aggregate the familiarity of corporate

and fast food logos from their original function and settle into the artist’s vision. It’s sort of

like trying to see a magic eye image: the harder you try, the less successful you are.

Through Kelner’s eyes, we cast aside the veil of difference and are left with a binding

sense that we citizens of earth are actually more alike than we realize: that we all carry the

marks of propaganda, that this propaganda shapes our very identity, and that none of us

will survive the nuclear holocaust on bread alone. We also need fried chicken.

 

Part of the BYT Art Census 2019 series

Photos by Claire Edkins, Johnny Fantastic, Ruben Gzirian

Share the love:

Facebook Twitter Pinterest Reddit Tumblr Email

A R T  C E N S U S  2 0 1 9 B Y T  I N T E R V I E W S M A R K  K E L N E R

J O H N N Y  FA N TA S T I C

RELATED POSTS

NOBODY CARES WHAT YOU THINK...

Enter your comment here...Enter your comment here...

brightestyoungthings

Follow on Instagram

  

VIEW FULL CALENDAR >>

Email Address : 

 

Join now!

Embed View on Twitter

Jan 21, 2021

Jan 21, 2021

We are now Exactly Agency. Visit us at 
exactlyagency.com
  

 

 Brightest Young Things Retweeted

for years, whenever we'd be sitting around 
wondering what trouble we were gonna get into that 
evening, me and my crew would check out @BYT to 
figure out where to go. 

i found a lot of DC through this collective. thanks 4 
the memories! 
brightestyoungthings.com/articles/and-f…
  

 

Brightest Young Things
@BYT

ian
@PowerhouseRowe

And Finally, Here Are Some of Your Favori…
Thanks for the memories, y'all!
brightestyoungthings.com

Become a patron

H O M E  / A B O U T  / W H A T  W E  D O  / $ U P P O R T

C O P Y R I G H T  1 9 7 9  B Y T  M E D I A  I N C

! " # $ % &

AND FINALLY, HERE ARE SOME OF
YOUR FAVORITE BYT MEMORIES
B Y T  A T  L A R G E # J A N U A R Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

BYT INTERVIEWS: ODETTE
M E G A N  B U R N S # J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1

TIPS FOR DRY JANUARY FROM
MOLLY RUGGERE OF
COUNTERCULTURE CLUB
M E G A N  B U R N S # J A N U A R Y  4 ,  2 0 2 1

CHATTING WITH CHEF KEVIN TIEN
OF MOON RABBIT
B Y T  A T  L A R G E # D E C E M B E R  1 4 ,  2 0 2 0

CHATTING W/ MATTHEW
CRITTENDEN ALL ABOUT HIS LOVE
OF DANCE
M E G A N  B U R N S

LIKE US

! " #

FEATURED EVENTS

FILTER EVENTS

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

15
JUN

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

29
JUN

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

13
JUL

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

27
JUL

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

10
AUG

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

24
AUG

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

07
SEP

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

21
SEP

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

SUNSET SOCIAL AT WILD DAYS DC
SALSA INSTRUCTION BY @NOELIAPG

05
OCT

 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm!

WILD DAYS at Eaton Rooftop"

BYT INSTAGRAM

we are taking this advice and deciding against com

GIVEAWAY // Finally! A Zoom You’ll Never Want to

SIGN UP FOR BEST
WEEKEND BETS:

BYT FACEBOOK

Find us on Facebook

Brightest Young Things
6 likes

Like Page Share

BYT TWITTER

LATEST STUFF

LETTER FROM OUR
FOUNDER:  SAYING GOODBYE

TO BYT,  AND SHIFTING
FOCUS TO OUR NEXT

CHAPTER WITH EXACTLY
AGENCY

J A N U A R Y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 1

AND FINALLY,  HERE ARE
SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE

BYT MEMORIES
J A N U A R Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

HOW THE #BYTHINGS FEED
CELEBRATED THE

INAUGURATION
J A N U A R Y  2 1 ,  2 0 2 1

MLK/FBI ,  ONE NIGHT IN
MIAMI ,  AND THE CAPITOL

J A N U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 1

GOTTA PAY THE BILLS:

Sponsored Content

[Pics] School expels teen over outfit, regrets it
when they see who dad is
React Share

[Pics] Pole Vaulter Allison Stokke Years After
The Photo That Made Her Famous
New Arena

[Pics] Fishermen See Animal Sitting On
Iceberg, Then Look Again
Post Fun

$UPPORT BYT

SOCIALIZE SEARCH

Search.. $

%

A RT I N T E RV I E WS  5 6  M I N  R E A D

A BOMB SHELTER FOR THE NEXT COLD
WAR? MARK KELNER’S SURREAL DREAM
COMES TO LIFE

J O H N N Y  FA N TA S T I C # J U N E  5 ,  2 0 1 9

&

! "

! "

'  TRENDINGHOME  STUFF TO DO  ARTICLES  PHOTOS  WORK WITH US

ABOUT  NEWSLETTER  EXACTLY AGENCY $ ( ) * +

https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/describe-the-night-woolly-mammoth-review
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/funny-human-of-the-week-zack-fox
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life?share=facebook&nb=1
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life?share=twitter&nb=1
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life?share=pinterest&nb=1
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life?share=reddit&nb=1
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life?share=tumblr&nb=1
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life?share=email&nb=1
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/tag/art-census-2019
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/tag/byt-interviews
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/tag/mark-kelner
https://www.blindwhino.org/culturehouse
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/tag/art-census-2019
https://www.instagram.com/brightestyoungthings/
https://www.instagram.com/brightestyoungthings/
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/and-finally-here-are-some-of-your-favorite-byt-memories
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/author/byt-at-large
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/byt-interviews-odette
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/author/megan
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/tips-for-sober-october-from-molly-ruggere-of-counterculture-club
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/author/megan
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/chatting-with-chef-kevin-tien-of-moon-rabbit
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/author/byt-at-large
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/chatting-w-matthew-crittenden-all-about-his-love-of-dance
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/author/megan
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFGHlTQndAa/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CFDh8d4HMnP/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://reactshare.com/list_item/enough-was-enough/?utm_source=$section_name$&utm_medium=$publisher_name$&utm_campaign=cheese-outbrain-desktop-us&obOrigUrl=true
https://newarena.com/sports/one-photo-almost-derailed-this-pole-vaulters-promising-career/?amxr=outbrain&utm_source=ob_ae&utm_medium=basketball_pro&utm_term=$section_id$&utm_content=$section_name$&utm_campaign=ob_jc_dt_stokke_1211&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.postfun.com/incredible/what-these-fishermen-found-on-an-iceberg-left-them-stunned-in-disbelief/?utm_campaign=fdx-d-us-c-0-0-210527-pu-ob-d1&utm_source=ob&utm_medium=$section_id$-ob&utm_content=00623e57788f116a4d59c24bbf87b58079&utm_cpc=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/category/art
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/category/interviews
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/author/johnnyfantastic
https://brightestyoungthings.com/
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://brightestyoungthings.com/
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/category/dc-stuff-to-do
https://brightestyoungthings.com/everything
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/category/photos
https://brightestyoungthings.com/about
https://brightestyoungthings.com/about/newsletter
https://www.exactlyagency.com/
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://brightestyoungthings.com/articles/a-bomb-shelter-for-the-next-cold-war-mark-kelners-surreal-dream-comes-to-life#
https://www.twitter.com/BYT
https://www.facebook.com/brightestyoungthings
https://www.instagram.com/brightestyoungthings

